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April 6%, 2005

Office of General Counsel
Federal Election Commission
999 E. Street, N.W[

Washington, D.C. 20463 VR #rb/ 6 LB:

Dear General Counsel,

I am writing an official compliant to notify the Federal Election Commission of a violation(s) to
Federal Election Campaign Laws committed by The Observer, Inc. The Observer, Inc., a registered
501(c)(3) tax-deductible organization, published a newspaper dated October 12, 2004 with the words
“The Observer Endorses Bush-Cheney” on the front page (copy of paper is included). The paper
was subsequently distributed on the Boston College campus, as well as on the internet. The
Observer went on to outline their official endorsement in their editorial entitled “President Bush
Deserves Your Support on November 2nd” (page 9, 10/12/04 edition). The editorial also features
the Bush-Cheney official logo in the center of the endorsement. Also included are the names of 13
editors and the webmaster of The Observer, Inc. Because the violation occurred on both the front
page of the newsletter and in an editorial it was unclear exactly who is responsible for the violation.
Additionally; the violation on the front page states that the organization itself, “The Observer,” has
endorsed a candidate. However, in the same publication on page 14 the following people are listed
with  their positions: the EditorIn-Chief is Christopher L  Pizzo mail:
editoremeritus@thebcobserver.com), Executive Editor is Ray ]eandron, Managing Editor is Brad
Easterbrooks, and Senior Editor is Mike Dixon, among others (page 14, 10/12/04 edition).

I am submitting documentation regarding this complaint. The front page of the newsletter (dated
10/12/04) shows the first violation: “The Observer Endorses Bush-Cheney.” Page 9 (the second
piece of evidence) is the editorial endorsing Bush-Cheney with the Bush-Cheney logo. And finally
page 14 (the third piece of evidence) states “The Observer, Inc. is a non-profit 501 (c)3
organization; all donations are tax-deductible.” 'This page also lists the names of 13 editors and the
webmaster who are responsible for this publication.

The address of The Observer, Inc is also listed as: The Observer, Inc., Boston College, Box L-132
McElroy Commons, Chestnut Hlll, MA 02467. The e-mail address is Lhebcgbserve@ otmail.com.
Website for the newsletter in question: http://www:thebcobserver.com/pdf/observer13.pdf Official

website of the organization: hup://wwwithebcobserver.com/
Respecglly R N
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1009 W 22Nd Street Aty T
Los Angeles, CA 90007 EL!ZABE"‘HA: 'smmm
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Commonweatth of Massachusetts
' . My Commission Expires
March 13, 2008
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The Observer, not a tax-deductible charity

The three basic facts:

1) “The Observer, Inc. is a non-profit 501(c)3 organization; all donations are tax-deductible.”
http://www.thebcobserver.com/(trz4zugq14awqnifn3aavkx45)/AboutUs.aspx?IssuelD=13

They make this statement on their website, inside the actual paper, and on any ads they place for
donations.

2) 501 (c)3 is a tax code recognized by the IRS as being a charity, and tax-deductible charities
are very limited in what they can say and do politically.

“Political Campaign Activity: ’

Under the Internal Revenue Code, all section 501(c)(3) organizations are absolutely prohibited
from directly or indirectly participating in, or intervening in, any political campaign on behalf of
(or in opposition to) any candidate for elective public office. Contributions to political campaign
funds or public statements of position (verbal or written) made on behalf of the
organization in favor of or in opposition to any candidate for public office clearly violate
the prohibition against political campaign activity. Violation of this prohibition may result in
denial or revocation of tax-exempt status and the imposition of certain excise tax.”
http://www.irs.gov/charities/charitable/article/0.,id=120703.00.html

also see: http://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-utl/eo letter.pdf

3) On October 12, 2004, The Observer (Volume XVII, No. 1) published an endorsement for
Bush as president. In fact, the front page of the paper read “The Observer Endorses Bush-
Cheney” The editorial went on to articulate The Observer’s endorsement of Bush.
http://www.thebcobserver.com/pdf/observerl3.pdf

Connecting the facts:

Because The Observer is registered with the IRS as a charitable organization, they are extremely
limited in what they can say about political issues. If they want to back a candidate there are
several other tax options they have, but 501(c)3 is NOT one of them. They can discuss political
issues, but, according to IRS policy “public statements of position (verbal or written) made on
behalf of the organization in favor of or in opposition to any candidate for public office clearly
violate the prohibition against political campaign activity” (IRS website, see link above). Their
endorsement of the Bush-Cheney campaign clearly meets the IRS’s definition of a public

statement by the organization (The Observer, Inc) “in favor of . . .any candidate for public
office.”

At the very least, it seems they should lose their tax exempt status, and there may be harsher
penalties such as “certain excise taxes”
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Neminem Recte Faciendo Timeas

DEAN SCREAMS AT BC!

Former Candidate Discusses Life, I iberalism

John Kanca IV & Alex Noble
Tux: OBSERVER

The man, the myth, the
scream Fresh from campaigning
.. for Democratic candrdates across

 the country, Howard Dean visited

BC on October 5 and entertaned
acrowd of ncarly 3,000 n O'Nell
plaza on the cold Tuesday after-
noon

Before the speech, The
Obsetver was given the opportu-
ity for a bnef mterview with the
former presidential candidate
Governor Dean was asked if he
beheved that he would have been
2 viable general clection candidate

given that most of his support
dunng the Democratic pnmary
came from the far left of the po-
hical spectrum He claimed that
most of his support was not from
the far left, citing his being en-
dorsed by the NRA, hss balancing
of budgets, and supporting the
death penalty in some cases He
said that he drew a considerable
portion of hss support from mod-
erate Republicans

The Observer also asked
Governor Dean 1f he believes it1s
important for universitics to spend
equal time and money on conser-
vatve and hberal speakers dunng
an election year so as to educate
the student body on the ssues n

a fair and unbiased way He inds-
cated that both sides of the polit-
cal spectrum should be heard and
thatt’s important to have thought-
ful people on both sides of the
spectrum lay out the rationale for
why they bebeve what they believe
m He also mentoned that the
speakers should be of ment “But
you've got to have quality — 1t
doesn’t pay to get someone like
Ann Coulter, who'’s dumb as a
post, because she doesn’t know
anything and she doesn’t care
What you want to have 1s 2 person
who 15 articulate, who cares, and
who 15 willing to give more than
the party line, and if you do that
on both sides, then alot of people
are going to benefit from it”

The real excitement be-
gan once Dean opened hus speech
by boldly and accurately predict-
ing a Red Sox victory in that
afternoon’s game He quickly
switched to the topic of voter reg-
istration, and gave many in the
audsence what they had come to
hear

“Voter regstration dead-
lines — now I know, cverybody
wants to vote here, but, 1t'd be 2
lot more helpful if you'd vote i
New Mexico, or Missoun, or Vir-
giua, OR IOWA, OR WISCON-
SIN, OR NEW HAMPSHIRE!”

With the reenactment of

the “scream speech,” the audience
went wild After the cheenng sub-
sided, he moved on to more sen-
ous topiCs, NAMING nUMErous
problems he percewves with the
actions of the Bush admistration
After solemnly intoning that the
Unuted States was “for the first
time” not respected nternationally
due to the military snterveation
agamnst the murderous regime of
Saddam Hussewn, Dean launched
1nto a routine that touched on ev-
erything from cducation, the
economy, and even included an
appeal for people 1n the audience
to run for office

Dean attacked President
Bush’s record on higher education,
claming that he 13 diverting funds
away from the federal scholarship
program He stated that Pell
Grants were cut so that pcople hke
hum could have tax cuts (for the
record, President Bush's 2005 fed-
eral budget includes 129 billion
dollars earmarked exclusively for
Pell Grants, representing an over-
all increase of 47% since 2001)
Dean also linked the federal bud-
get deficst to a purported decline
n hugher education funding, argu-
ing that the federal government
has cut funding that they give to
states, which 1n turn cuts funding

Continued on page 2

UGBC Constitution: May Be Inadequate
Expulsion Hearing Demonstrates Constitutional Weakness

Chns Pizzo been revealed ton dent body brng charges aganstan
THE OBSERVER The recently revised  Issue #1- Who 15 auth dto app d or elected ber of
UGBC constitution, which was  bning charges aganst a mem- UGBC via petition® Are the Leg-
overhauled dunng the Baker/Tho-  ber of UGBC? sslanve Dircctors the only indt-
Amudst the ¢ y mas ad ation 2 years ago, Article TV of the UGBC  viduals empowered 1 this way?
sur ding the “Fresh Dis-  demc da ber of key begins with the words  These questions are left unan-
oncnnnon, a pamphlet paxd for insufficiencies dunng a heaning  “Charges may be brought aganst  swered
by UGBC which maligs d tod the fateof  any member of the UGBC ,” Given this probl

mn the Carroll School of Manage-
ment and members of the College
Republicans, a deeper flaw n stu-
dent govemment operatons has
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President Bush Deserves Your Support on November 2nd

There 1s a lot of talk on
both sides of the political spec-
trum about thus presidential elec-
tion beng the “most important of
our time ” The monumental nature
of the 1ssues facing the Amencan
voter at home and abroad, and the
radically different approaches to
those 1ssues by the 2 major party
candidates lead The Observer to
conclude that thus 1s the most 1m-
portant election of our time, and
that due to it's importance, we
must support the reelection of
President Bush and Vice Presdent
Cheney

For most students at
Boston College, this will be the
first presidential election n which
they are eligible to vote, and they
must vote wisely Furthermore,
young Amencans have a particu-
lar burden 1n thus electhon, because
the outcome of 1t will shape the
policy 1ssucs that face us in the
years to come

What we done below 1s
break down some of the 2 key 1s-
sues this year, and justified why we
feel 1t 1s not only necessary, but
unsversally imperative that George
X Bush have a second term

Foreign Policy and the War on
Terror

Up until the attacks of
September 11, 2001, the mamn
agenda of the Bush admimstration
focused on domestic and eco-
nomuc policy However, the events
of that fateful day changed not
only the President’s focus, but that
of ordinary Amencans Since then,
President Bush has embarked on

existence

Removing the Taliban
from power, and captunng or kll-
g 75% of all known Al-Queda
leaders was the first step President
Bush’s actions 1 Afghanistan sent
a clear message to the terronsts
and the states that gyve them safe
haven Amencan will no longer
stand by while nanons provide a
breeding ground for tecror and
oppression

The second theatre of
this War on Terror was the 1nva-
sion of Iraq A brutal dictator who
repeatedly flouted
nternational law
and sought weap-
ons of mass de-

who have said that they wall never
commut troops to the effort under
any circumstance His plan lacks
the clear exit strategy p ]

election 1n 1996, the unemploy-
ment rate was 5 6%, and the
Democratic Party clamed that
more A were at wotk than

&

by the Bush admumistration, and
does not embrace the fundamen-
tal pnnuplc that a free Iraq 1s the

to the infl; -
uon of terronist ambitions In
short, the Senator’s plan ignores
reality

An Amencan president
must lead not only our nation, but
stand as the exemplar of free
peoples around the world His

ever before

After the attacks of Sep-
tember 11%, corporate scandals,
and the bursting dot com bubble,
Amenca was plunged into a reces-
sion President Bush sssued tax
rehief packages for all Amencans,
he increased spending on commu-
mity college programs so that un-
skilled workers can learn the
proficiencies that define 21 cen-
tury jobs, and
in so domng —
this recession
was the short-

struction to use est and shal-
agamnst the United lowest n
States and its allies Amencan his-
was not something tory In just
that could be toler- over a year this
ated 1n the post- G corg CWB U s“c om country’s
September 11% ec y has

wordd President Bush acted here
not on the popular opinion of
somc tradstional allies, but on be-
half of Amencans safety For ths,
we can be thankful

The President’s oppo-
nent, Senator John Kerry, has re-
peatedly called the war 1n Iraq the
“wrong war at the wrong place at
the wrong time ” Why then, Sena-
tor, did you authonze the Presi-
dent to use force on the floor of
the Senate? Why did you say that
“Saddam 15 a brutal dictator who
presents a danger to Amenicans
safety?” And why, once our brave
men and women were fighting

a bold foreign policy agenda, the
centerpiece of which focuses on
ensunng that terronists must never
again threaten Amencans tranquil

overseas did you vote to deny them
the Is they need for suc-
cess?

Senator Kerry places at
the centerpicce of his solution m
Iraq the mvolvement of natons

N

Join the front lines of the battle with

“The Observer

WW ’s premier conservative
voice with y tible contribution today!
[ 1$ignme up! l‘l{eonlributet*andhh-oncywsubuipﬁm.
[ ]lmtmdx;n(pel Please acoept my donation.
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posibons cannot waver, s judg-
ment cannot be clouded by the

ate 7 out of 10 new jobs 1n this
country be considered feasible? It
simply 13 not.

Tax relief for all Amen-
cans combined wath reducing the
size of the federal government 13
the only way today, as 1t has been
for many ycars, to ensure the con-
tinued growth of opportumity 1
Amenca Its true that Amencais
current runming a large deficit, but
considenng the ever increasing
secunty costs facing our nation,
the President cannot honorably
cxecute his job without using
whatever resources he has athand
Non-secunty spending has in-
creased less than 5% dunng the
Bush administration, which 1s a
smaller figure than even dunng the
Reagan era Furthermore, Presi-
dent Reagan’s tenuce proved that
running a deficit does not preclude
economic growth The President
15 a true fiscal conservative who

d ds that the same pohicies

created ap-

mnterests of other nations, and he
must never place politics before
the secunty mterests of the Amen-
can people Senator Kerry's hazy
deaision-making mured in waffling
nuance cannot possibly succeed m
this ever-increasingly dangerous
wodd

The secunty of the
Amencan people and nothing less
than the future of free society de-
pend on the kind of leadership
shown by President Bush

Jobs and the Economy

The current unemploy-
ment rate stands at 54% This 15
below the average unemployment
of the 1970%, 1980’ and 1990
When President Clinton ran for re-

ly two million jobs and
lnecps gmwmg

Senator Kerry decries
the loss of manufactunng jobs, but
1gnores the fact that these jobs can
never sustan the Amencan
cconomy 1 an ever-globahzing
era His plan for the Amencan
cconomy follows the standard line
of liberal Democratic politicians
Rasse taxes, and increase the size
of government

When the Senator talks
about raising taxes on only the
nchest Amencans, he 1s actually
calling for a tax increase on Amen-
can small businesses, which pay tax
at personal income levels If it 1s
true that Amenica has seen a nct
loss of jobs in the past four years,
why would an economuc plan that
penalizes the very entites that cre-

that apply to the Ameircan family
ought to apply to the Amencan
govemmcnt

Overall Asscssment

The challenges of our
time requure a leader with hope for
the future, and an understanding
of our past The pohcies and ex-
pressed viewpoints of Senator
Kerry on wvirtually every 1ssue
present a dour outlook for
Amenca, one that may do nothing
less than put our lives and futures
atnsk Since that future will be the
pnme of our lives, we must take
appropnate perspective on this
election, and accordingly must do
cverythmg we can to delver an-
other term to President Bush

BC Demonstrates Double Standard

Whle all freshmen and
their respective RAs were attend-
ing the freshman convocation, the
Global Justice Project shd “fresh-
man disonentation” packets un-
derneath all of their residence
doors, an action itself in direct vio-
lation of umversity regulations
These packets attacked thousands
of students on campus, calling
ennre student groups racist,

Kalwanm, operating against
UGBC's ongmal intent, but with-
out Presidential oversight, used the
funds for the promotion of the
radical Global Jusuce Project’s
anti-Amencan agenda. The packet
descnbed the College Republicans
of BC as “filthy white nch male”
students who have a “fear of for-
eigners, mdependent women” and
enjoy “cxploiting the environment,

pl What's
worse, your snldent body, UGBC,
paid for the entire production of
these packets, an outrage with
grave smplications Disciplinary
action within UGBC and the ad-
munistration should have been
taken, and shamefully nothing of
substance has been done In other
words, you pard to have your
fnends mahgned, and almost noth-
ing has been done about it
UGBC President Grace
Simmons and Vice President
Bumell Holland allocated funds to
Rawv1 Kalwani, the executive direc-
tor of social and cultural 1ssues,
for frest

4l 3

kers, women and people of
color” The packet 13 strewn with
obscemities, promotes radical left-
1st and communist movements,
and 1mphes racism on the part of
Boston College police department
It even promotes books used by
terronsts 1n communast revolu-
tons
The use of UGBC funds
for the pnnting of this packet were
wrong and aganst UGBC regula-
tions Kalwan, who chose to aflo-
cate these funds 1n this manner,
continues to keep his posion i
UGBC and nesther the admums-
tration nor UGBC have taken dis-
ciphnary action of any sigmificance

to remedy the situation The stu-
dent body should be outraged that
1t’s funds were used to promote
this group’s crazed agenda. The
fact that these funds were used to

vocif y attack the p
character of other groups on cam-
pus and were distnbuted dlegally
only piles onto the outrageous na-
ture of this calamuty

‘The student body should
be further infunated that neither
UGBC nor the adminsstration
would take any significant disci-
phnary action This merely exem-
phfies the cruel double-standard
being employed by umiversitics
across America. Diversity of opin-
10n has taken a back scat to a lib-
eral agenda 1n unversities that de-
spise diffening opintons The stu-
dent body should not accept this
mtolerant double-standard any

longer

Apparently the desire for
a welcoming community at BC
docs not extend to conservatives

%
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A Real Vocation Crisis
Lay Catholics Must Step Up

Ryan Connors
Tue OBSERVER

While the term “voca-
tion cnisis” 1s often applied to
poestly or rehgious vocations, a
good case can be made that an
cqually severe cnsss of vocation
exists 1n the laity of the Catho-
lic Church today The 2004
presidential clechon has made
this abundandly clear as the role
of Catholics 1n polincal Iife has
been harshly challenged and
sadly obscured by the falures of
many n this area. The truth of
the unique vocation of the lay
Catholic, particularly in the po-
lincal process, 1s i at this

things shall pass away Both priests
and religious are called to make the
job of the Jay Catholic easier The
prestly and religious vocation 1s
one of service to the laty in ther
specific vocation of transforming
the word for Chnist  They are to
help lay Catholics sanchfy thesr
lives, calling them to deeper con-

ume both for renewal n the
Church and for 2 rencwal of the
culture as a whole

Every person who s
baptized into Chrst’s mystical
Body has a vocation to holiness
In fact, they have a vocation to be
a sant. God calls every person,
without exception, to stnve after
holiness and be a great sant for
Him In many ways this 1s 2 rads-
cal message 1n usclf, as often
people forget that thesr calling in
life 15 first and foremost to be holy
and radvate God’s love as a sant
In addition to the unwversal call to
holiness, or better, 1n order to hive
out that call to holiness, each
Chnstian has a specific vocation
mnlife namely, the priesthood, the
celigious or consecrated hfe, or the
vocation to be alay person charged
with transformung the world to
Christ and bnnging about His
kingdom here and now No Chns-
han 15 exempt and each has a spe-
cific vocahon n the Church

Most are willing to grant
that 1n addsion to thesr call to ho-
liness, priests and religious have a
specific vocation 1n the Church
Prests (and bishops) are called to
proclam God’s Word and teach
the truth about God and man
Consecrated persons hve out the
vows of poverty, chastity, and obe-
dience, and are firstly signs of
Hecaven, remunders to hve for God
alone and that soon all temporal

version and holiness The priestly
and religrous vocation, however, 1
not in the temporal order Inau-
gurating God’s kingdom i the
world 1s pnmanly the task of the
tairy

The lay vocation 1 the
Church must be cxalted and re-
newed in the vision of the Second
Vatcan Council The laty aren’t
second class citzens m the Church,
but are in fact those on the front
lines meeting head on the chal-
lenges of hving the faith in the
twenty-first century A point of-
ten neglected, lay Catholics have a
umque rolc 1n the Church that
nether priests, bishops, nor reli-
gious have, nor can have The
conversion of temporal things,
polics, business, educanon, and
30 many others realms, 1s the task
of the laity to order toward Chnst
They are to bring Chnstan virtue
mto the workplace and be Chnst
for those around them This -
volves both lving the virtues of
chanty, generosity, punty, diigence
and humility in the workplace, but
also converting the structures of
socety to reflect the values of the
Gospel

In many way, it 1s 1n the
political realm that this 1s perhaps
most obvious Lay Catholics, not
pnmanly pnests and bishops, bring
the values of the Gospel mnto the

poliical realm  These values 1n-
clude the nced to protect cach and
every human life, particulady the
weak and vulnerable, the need to
promote marnage and famuly as
the basic cell of society, and the
need to protect the poor, the im-
rmugrant, the Jaborer, and sick and
suffeing  One’s belsef 1n these
values, motivated by Chnstian
faith, should not be left on the
doorstep of public life but
should be taken nto public hfe
for the sake of socicty at large
As the Holy Father has sad,
Catholics do not want to impose
thewr fasth on anyone, rathes, they
seck to propose a vision of man
and how he should be treated
that makes sense to civil society
at large
What docs all this mean
for the election of 20047 1) A
Catholic pohitician cannot leave hus
or her fath at the doorstep, but
rather must be 2 person of fath
who seeks to promote the com-
mon good 1 public life motvated
by what he or she believes about
man 1n hight of the Chnstian faith,
2) the common good mncludes pro-
tecting mnocent human life and
promoting marnage, values that
arc not spectfically Cathohic but
can be known by any person of
good will, 3) a Catholic voter must
seck not his or her own good 1n
voting but rather thc common
good which begins with protect-
g the lives of the weak and vul-
nerable, and 4) lay Catholics must
sec the pohincal realm as an area
where they are charged with do-
g work for Chnst, protecting the
mnocent, the weak, the poor, the
sick, and thec unbom This 13 1n
many way, the “realm of the laity”
who are “in the world” promoting
God’s kingdom Renewal 1n the
Church and the world depend
upon lay Catholics responding
now to their umique vocation to
holiness and to bringing about
God'’s kingdom The harvest 1s
plenty and lahorers are needed
The banquet that follows, how-
ever, 1s out of this world

Hockey Preview

Continued from back page

highly touted freshman Corey
Schneider providing some
competinon for playing time
Against New Brunswick 1n ex-
hibition, the freshman class
1allicd eight points, while the
juniors and seniors put up s1x
and four, respectively

The Eagles arc stll a
definite threat all around, with
a potent offense, stable de-
fense, and a seasoned
goaltender to guard the net,
along with above average spe-
cial teams Conference

coaches picked BC to repeat as
Hockey East champions, and
BC 1s ranked onc and third
nationally 1n respective polls
Michigan, Maine, North Da-
kota, and Minnesota-Duluth all
round out the top five

It may not have the bone
crushing huts, fights, or skill of
NHL hockey, but college hockey
also lacks the arrogance of super-
star players and coaches, the neu-
tral zone trap, and, best of all, the
high flung ticket paces that arc stll
up in the nosebleeds Fnday mght

games at Kelley Rink also have
more camaradene and spint than
shivenng 1n the cold on a Satur-
day afternoon behind a guy with
his upper body covered in maroon
and gold paint and a girl who has
Afashionably@ cut her Superf
shirt so that it 13 now a halter
topBwath ruffles, no less Besides,
the team=s good, the ice 13 cold,
and what better way are you gomng
to spend your ime between 700
and 9 30 on a Fnday night®
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FOUR MORE YEARS!

America Remains Bush Country, Campus Liberals Cry

Bill Momigan & Chns Robinson
THE OBSERVER

Months before the re-
election of George W Bush, ex-
perts and histonans all across the
country were ciing the 2004 Presi-
dental Election as the most im-
p 1 1n this gy
And 1n the end, George W Bush
won the 2004 Presidential Election
1n a manner few could have pre-
dicted

Aside from the consider-
able Republican gains n the
Unuted States House and Senate,
the reelection of George W Bush
to a second term as President
clearly defines the direction mn

which the majonty of Amencans

+ want their country to move

Throughout the day on Tuesday,
the most Amencans in over 40
years swarmed the polls in what

Areas of the country won by Bush tin red), Yroken down by a_mmiy

10 means a landshide, a significant '

number of Amencan voters over-

The President won
handdy 1n the Electoral College,

ing Ketry much larger leads than
even Democratic strategasts had

many predicted would be an ex-  whelmingly approved the way he  whete many figured the race would ~ predicted. Just a few hours mto
tremely close election. Though and his party are handling the be atts closest From the outset
Bush's margm of wictory was by  country of the evening, the polls were grv- Continued on page 3
-
Gay Faculty Organize at BC
New Organization Sparks Controversy ~
Rafael Garcia port, however, have often metop-  did not seek any officsal recogni-  Vice President for Faculties, con-
THE OBSERVER posttion by those who see such tion or sanction from umversity firmed the support of her office,
moves as contrary to the Catholic  officials, since as McDargh ex- headed by Prof Joseph Appleyard,
of the y planed, they needed no “fi I S] Descabing the purpose of the
The years-old contro- Several members of the or programmatic backing” He group as like-minded faculty

versy about how Boston College
should respond to gay and lesbian
13sues was resgnited two weeks ago
with the formation of a Lesbuan
and Gay Faculty, Staff, and Admun-
1strators Associaton (LGFSAA)
Gays and lesbians are represeated
at BC 1n numbers comparable to
other schools 1n the area. Thew
efforts at formal mnstitutional sup-

steering committee of the
LGFSAA spoke at length to THE
OBSERVER about the new group.
Prof John McDargh from the the-
ology department descnibed the
group as the formalization of a
hustory at BC of casual

= ted,

+h,

, ge mfor-
mal support i founding the group
from relevant offices at BC, in-
cluding the Academic Vice Presi-
dent, University Missson and Min-
sstry, University Counseling, and
Human R Most of the

among gay and lesbian faculty, s
well as their heterosexual albes In
forming the LGFSAA, the faculty

above offices did not return calls
for comment, but Patricia
DeLeeuw, Assistant Academic

N g tOg for mutual sup-
port,” DeLeeuw saw the LGFSAA
as an analog to the Black Faculty,
Staff, and Admemstrators Assoca-
tion (BFSAA) and other racial sup-
port groups on campus She re-
matked positively on the colleg:-

Contenued on page 3
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Republicans Dominate Senate
Gooadbye Tom Daschle

Alex Noble
‘THE OBSERVER

Though largely over-
shadowed by the drama of the
presidential election, Novem-
ber 2° was a big day for Re-
publicans 1n the Senate, too, as
they expanded their razor thin
51-seat majority with four big
pickups Some of the high-
lights

Much to the disap-
pontment of college students
everywhere, beer baron Pete
Coorts (R) was defeated by Ken
Salazar (D) 1n a close race for
an open seat in Colorado
Salazar’s win was one of only
two Democratic pickups, com-
pared to six for the Republi-
cans

Richard Burr (R) pre-
vailed 1n a tight race in North

Carolina for ex-VP candidate
John Edward’s open seat

ferring to fellow Republican
Dick Cheney’s daughter as a

off a possible runoff election

Erskine Bowles (D) g d
47% of the vote, to Burr’s
52%

In  Alaska Lisa
Murkowsk: (R) successfully
defended her seat agaist
popular former governor Tony
Knowles (D) Murkowsk: had
been hurt be charges of nepo-

“selfish hed " doesn’t go
over very well

Senate minonty leader
Tom Daschle (D) was dealt a
stunning defeat at the hands of
John Thune (R) Thune, who
had come close to unseating
Sen Tim Johnson in the 2002
election, capitalized on the

tism after being appointed to
the Senate by her father, F:mk
R Murkowsks

Jim DeMint (R)
cruised to victory over Inez
Tenenbaum (D) 1 South Caro-
lina, chalking up another Sén-
ate seat for the GOP

In a surpnse to abso-
lutely no one, Barack Obama
(D) slaughtered Alan Keyes (R)
i Ilhnois Obama gathered
70% of the vote, to Mr Keyes’
paltry 27% Hint to-Alan Rr.'!-

despread perception that the
incumbent’s liberal voting
record 1n the Senate was out
of step with conservative
South Dakota
In Louisiana, David
Vitter (R) became the first
popularly elected Republican
‘senator 1n state history, pick-
1ng up a formerly Democrat
held open seat' He bested two
Democratic candidates 1n
Loussiana’s unique open-party
election system, and fended

by gathering over 50% of the
vote

Johnny Isakson (R)
easily bested Denise Majette
(D) 1n Georgra, picking up Zell
Miller’s (Dem ) former seat
Miller was well known for sid-
ing with the Republicans on
most 1ssues 1n the Senate, and
this GOP pickup weakens
Georgua’s reputation as one of
the last bastions of Demo-

‘cratic power 1n the South

Ohio may have been
the center of attention 1n the
presidential race, but in the
Senate, 1t.came down to an-
other nail-biter 1n Flonda In
a contest for an open seat that

‘had been Democrat-held, Mel

Martinez (R) tniumphed over
Betty Castor (D) to become
the first Cuban-American
elected the United States Sen-

November 8, 2004

ate Aiding 1n Martinez’s win
was a large Republican 1n-
crease in support amongst His-
panics Nationwide, an esti-
mated 44% of all Hispanics
voted for President Bush

As 1s typical for the
Senate, most of the incum-
bents were re-elected easily,
with the sole exception of
Daschle As it now stands, the
Republicans have expanded
their majonity from 51 to 55
sedts, the Democrats salvaged
44 seats, down from 48, and
Jim Jeffords, the senator from
Vi who gained
after defecting from the Re-
publican Party, holds the lone
Independent seat Finally,
dashing the hopes of many
Democratic Massachusetts
politrcians, 1t seems there will
be po vacancy in John Kerry’s
seat, after all
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Republicans Pick Up At Least 4 Seats in House

Conservatives Consolidate Control

Chnistian Zakely
‘THE OBSERVER

The Republican party
matntained the balance of
power in the House of Repre-
sentatives in Tuesday’s general

1 g a majonity of
the contested seats With all
435 seats up for grabs, the Re-
publicans claimed 231, com-
fortably surpassing the 218
total needed for House major-
ity Of the g seats, 200

victory

Bush’s home state of
Texas elected the largest num-
ber of Republican representa-
tives 1n the entire election, 21
California came 1n close sec-
ond with 20, although that
number constitutes consider-
ably less than half of the
state’s 53 Hous¢' districts

Indiana’s ninth district, Repub-
lican candidate Mike Sodrel
ousted Democratic incumbent
Baron Hill The fourth distnict
of Kentucky came under Re-
publican control when Geoff
Davis defeated Nick Clooney
Sigmficant changes also oc-
curred 1n the state of Texas,
“where five House districts (the

Flonida elected the Republican
candidate 1n 18 of xts 25 dis-
trcts Ohio and Penasylvania

went to the Democrats, one to
an independent, and three studl
remain undecided Republi-
cans were also able to slightly
mncrease their lead 1n the
House by gaining four seats,
while the Democrats lost their
hold on three

Combined with a Re-
publican victory in the Senate
elections as well as the re-elec-
tion of President George W
Bush, the 2004 election 1n the
House of R con-,

also buted 12 Republican
did each

Ten districts in the

House of R wit-

* first, d, tenth, eleventh,
and twenty-fourth) fell back
under Republican control

In the case of a ma-
jonty of the states, an electoral
college win for Ptesndent Bush

nessed a change n party con-
trol In the third distnict of
Colorado, Democrats regained
control when John Salazar de-
feated Republican candidate
Greg Walcher The twelfth dis-
tact of Georga replaced Re-
publican 1ncumbent Max
Busns with Democratic noms-
nee John Barrow The eighth
distrsct of Illinois likewsse

tributed a vml element to the

all-encomp g Republ

d a Republican 1acum-
bent, Philip Crane, n favor of
Democgat Melissa Bean In

c ponded with a Republ

can victory in the ma|onty of
the House distrnicts Likewise a
John Kerry electoral college

toral votes, but the Democrats
lost the race for the House,
three seats to two In Dela-
ware, John Kerry won the
three electoral votes, but Re-
publican candidate Michael
Castle claimed the only House

‘seat Kerry took Michigan’s

seventeen electoral vptes, but
the Democrats failed to grab
nine of the fifteen seats Kerry
also was allotted four electoral
votes from New .Hampshire,
although Republicans claimed
both House seats Despite
electing Bush, North Dakota’s
only House seat came under
Democratic occup Penn-

House seats in West Virginia
went to Democrats, but the
state’s five electoral votes were
claimed by Bush

President George W
Bush was significantly reas-
sured by the maintamned con-
trol of the House by the Re-
publicans Before Kerry offi-
cially conceded on Wednesday,
a cloud of doubt still hung
over Ohio With votes still be-
ing counted, the Democrats
mantamned the shght hope that
Kerry could take Ohio If that
had hnpp:ned and «f Bush had
ly won the g
mined states, there ex-

d

sylvania supported Kerry with
21 electoral votes, but sup-

victory 1l

d the Republicans 1n the

y acc da

House victory for the Demo-

crats However, there were

some notable exceptions The

state of Arkansas allotted ts
v

six electoral votes to Presid

-didate S

House, 12-7 South Dakota’s
three electoral votes went to
Bush, but their lone House
seat went to Democratic can-
hafie H h The

Bush but ended up with three
of 1ts four House seats being

occupsed by Democrats Con- .

versely, Connecticut provided
Jobn Kerry with seven elec-

eleven electoral votes of the
state of Tennessee went to
Bush, but five of the nine
House seats went to the
Democrats Two of the three

1sted the possibility, albest
slim, of an electoral vote tie
The tiebreaker 1n such cases,
however, goes to the House of
Representatives, over which
the Republican Party stll
maintains majonty rule With
the odds stacked against hum,
Kerry decided for a quick end
and conceded, thus ensuring
the Republican Party a clean
sweep in the 2004 general elec-
tion



November 8, 2004

Bush Wins Second Term,

cont’d
Contsnued from front cover

the mght, however, the Kerry Cam-
pagn reaized that for some reason,
somethmgwswnmg Theﬂlorf
damto the Bush column rel
mem‘lymth:m:gwlthvtml
shiftan election fortune. Inastate Bush
{iw, carned by just over 500 votes four
years ago, the mcreased voter tumout
P bun bundreds of thousands
rJlof votes ahead of Kerry m cancal
NwmmslilmMmDadr_
As the mght went on, the
@~ prospects of a Bush victory became
more and more realistic when the
Gore state of New Mexco also tumned
‘:TRadondlemsp But 1t was the un-
c:pcombomdnpomofnkp\ﬂmn
mﬂnoﬂ:atbcgnmmhtmmd
mudmght that sgnaled the begmamng
"] of the end for the Kerry Campaign.
~By 1:00am, several websites were 7e-
portnga Bush elechon victory, despite
the Kerry campasgn’s undesstandable
mqmsttomnsadcrdmptwumnl
ballots in Ohuo,
Puhnpd:esmryofﬂns
election 1s found not so much in the
Electoral College as m the popular
vote. In particular, what makes the
popuilar vote so much more telling this
election year are the reasons behind st
Mach had been made dunng Bush’s
first term about hus loss of the popu-
lar vote in the 2000 Election. The
President claimed over 36 million
more popular votes than his opponent
and amassed what ended up bemg the
largest tally of popular votes m hss-
torg But why? Examnaton of the
results and many post-election polls
reveal a few major contdbutors the

youth vote, evangehcals, and Flispan- ~
s,

The Kerry camp was bank-
ngon theyouth vote to help put them
over the twp m several swing states,
but they were let down on several ac-
counts. Not onty did the youth i to
come out n the mumbers predicted,
but they also did not favor the Demo-
cratc candidate as largely as antics-
pated 55% of the youth preferred
Kerry to Bush. But m fact, dus 10
percentage pomnt lead would have re-
quired over 30 million more youths
votngn the same proportion to make
tgpﬁxanysdeﬁmmlhepobulu
vote. These results oaly served to

bolstee the Presddenty vetorg . © -

Btnpeﬂupsmmtmpot
tanfly; the “Consceence of Amenca)”

l:tcmbesud,wm&:shlnsn:-ehc—

ton.  Of those polled m the catical
state of Ohio, more than 90% of
people who saw mordl values as im-
portant voted for Bush, as compared
to a meager 9% for Kerry The same
types of results were found when
people were polled on similar 1ssues
rangmg from aborton to gay marnage.

Of particular surpnse to the
Kenymnpwmdnh@mqoﬁlyof
Catholic votes that went to Bush
key counties of the swing states. True
to form, no Catholic candidate who

Tost the Catholic vote lugcvu.gm_e-

on to wm the elechon. In Ohio alone,
65% of mass-gomg Catholics sup-
ported Bush over hs opponent In
Flonda, the Catholic vote helped tp
the scales 57%-42% of Catholics for
Bush, handing the State and one of
1ts Senate seats to the Republicans.
In additon to thes however,
was the tumout among Hispamc vot-
ers. While Al Gore won the Hispanic
vote with over 60% m 2000, Kerry
carned the Hispanic vote by merely
53% t0 44% 1 2004 Thas was prob-
ably due to several major campaign
efforts by the Bush team to target His-
panic voters More particulady, n

portant mandate 15 gven to Bushs
foresgn pohicy, whach he 13 most well-
known for Also, the people approve
of conservative domestic pohcy and
fieel that such polices can carry this
country further m the nght direction.
Butpeﬂrapsdnsdecmbrdl:sm
portance, b s

cance of hype and overconfidence
before the votes have actually been
cast. The press hailed the election as
paradoacally too close to call yet pre-
destned to play mto Kerrys hands.
The exit palls showed a solud Kerry
lead mn the important swing states.
However, both estmates were mcor-
rect. Bush won enough popular votes

Ddaspdmyscmtofamt,m

College Democrats React to Devastating

Defeat

Q & A with Justin Galacki

Lindsay Gabnél
THE OBSERVER

Among-ll of the factors
that played 1nto President Bush’s 35

Bush’s wictory and hope that he fi-
nally takes the opportunity to umte
the ¢ountry
‘What do you think was the turn-
ing pont of the campaigns?

It 15 easy to play the

mallion vote victory over S
John Kerry 1 last Tuesday’s Prest-
dental election, the attention pad
to the youth vote was certainly un-
precedented. MTV's Rock the Vote
and P Diddy’s “Vote or Die” cam-
paign urged young voters to partake
1n the political process, and as a ce-
sult, a record number of young
people regstered to vote 1n states
across Amenca.

With this 1n mind, The
Obsesver interviewed Justin
Galacks, Presdent of the BC Col-
lege Democeats, to gauge his reac-
tion to the crushing defeat of lus
party last week: i
How are you feeling about the

of the ek ? Were

Ida, coulda, shoulda’ game,
now, 1n hindsight. Whale 1t 1s tough
o pick one pont, of we had to, st
would probably be the Swift Boat
ads and the subsequent reaction to
them I believe that we were fur-

feel was the.cumulative effect of
these events?

We believe that the events
thus fall helped to get students mo-
tivated and excited for the cam-
pagn The College Democrats had
two major goals Win New Hamp-
shure for Senator Kerry and reach
1000 members We accomplished
both these goals and could not be
prouder. We feel our Progressive
Speaker Senes, Vote.r outreach, and

ther down gong mto the deb:
than people ongmally thought. It1s
hard to argue that the momentum
as the end belonged to Senator
Kerry, so 1t seems that we were far-
ther down than percetved goingnto
the debates. In the end, 1t was just
too much ground to make up.
‘What do you think was the role
of youth in the outcome?

The role of youth was
enormous i the campaign Our

you surprised at all?
Obwicusly, we are disap-
pomledmdmoumWebcbeve,
especially tn the last month of the
campaign, that the was
on our side. Many College Demo-
crats gave much of their tme for
the effort to defeat Presdent Bush.
Throughout Election Day we felt
very confident, as we beleved that
high turnout would be 1z Senator
Kerry's favor. Nevertheless, we of-

fer our congratulations on President

& 4

and lved in this campaign,

f mp oppor-
t\numhelpedsmdmtsptmvolved
1n the campaign. Senator Kerry did
extraordinanly well with our demo-
graphic and we are very proud of
those results.

Now that the campaign 18 over,
what will be the focus of your
club?

To put 1t mildly, we will
not go quetly into the mught It
would be ignorant to say that this
election was a great success for the
D But a setback s not a

which was excellent to see While
each side has a slew of pohtical
operatives, 1t 1s the college student
who 15 knocking on doors, making
phone calls, and holding signs I .
think 1t 15 faur to say that tt would be
hard for any camPiign to succeed
without yduth mvolvernent.

Prior to the electon, there were
a plethora of events on campus
to educate the student body on
the 15sues this year What do you

death sentence We will continue to
raise the public debate on this cam-
pus. We will continue to be a voice
for the progressive cause. We will
continue to be unted and will not
back down I would like to thank all

College Democrats for theur tireless ~

work over the past four yeas We ~

lost the battle, but the war will rage
on.

LGFSAA, cont'd

Continued from front cover

ality and smtiative shown by the fac-
ulty nvolved.

The first goal of the
LGFSAA, according to McDargh,
13 “bulding a community of con-
versation and collegiality” to show
support for gay and lesbian faculty
and staff from the vanous parts of
the university Toward this end, he
expects meetings with mixed mtel-
lectual and socual purposes. The
group will focus also on both mntel-
lectual 1ssues and pedagogical con-
cems, to increase overall awareness
of sexual minonties mn the class-
room Thus far, McDargh expects
hus colleagues to focus on the con®
cerns of faculty and staff rather
than students, though he noted he
“can imagmne a number of ways
[they] mught work collaboratively”
with student groups such as LGBC.
Mike Yaksich, director of GLBT
sssues for UGBC and A&S ‘05, saw
the new group as “a positive step
for the university,” noting that BC
18 often criticized (e g by the

mosdy onented toward staff, but
didn't rule out collaborating with the
faculty in the future.

Despite the recond of d-
wisive debates following past events

Scanlon saw the group as consistent
with the Jesuit values espoused by
the umvemty However, therr fe_l-

Pm&sso:_)efﬁcy Cohen of the Ac-

such as the
the student-based '\llxu of Boston
College, McDargh sists “1 hon-

- estly do not expect senous oppost-

tion” to the group from others 1

g Department in CSOM,
was far l:ss conchiatory when ques-
tioned on the matter. Prof Cohen
dentified humself as a stemght ally
of the leshuan and gay members of
the faculty, and stood out addition-
ally 10 his munonty religtous affiha-
tion of Reconstructionst Judaism
“It1s patromuzing,” he saud, “for this
school to have speakers on campus
who present the iewpomt of, Tove
the sinner and hate the s, and thus
umphcidy denounce the sexual on-
entaton of indinduals”

In a stndent departure
from the measured words of hus col-
leagues, Cohen seemed to chastse

the unwversity Prof David Scanlon
from the Lynch School of Educa-
tion, McDargh's colleague on the

Pnnceton Review) for 1ts p d
intolerance of gays and lesbians
Yaksich echoed the parallels to other
muonty employes groups drawn by
DeLeeuw, and expressed his hope
that the faculty could begmn fo ad-

diedy, B concems of ﬁr{.“%
1)

¢ ‘therhbers of

commmmty Heslwﬂzgmugls grawth % .&:ihMchrghmd - munsty”™ "

.

'sons, n'oung

c tee for the
DGFSAA, was more prepared for
conflict He was no less msistent,
however, that the fledghng group
would ‘contnbute to a more poss-
five environment for LGBT per-

the y for even inviting
Catholic speakers who teach the
doctone of “love the smnner, hate

the sm.” Cohen framed the group _

as a move m a greater cvil nghts
struggle, invoking the actvism of
Dt Martn Lutheg King, Jr. a3 a pre-
cedent for the sort of work they
work domng, Prof Scanjon was far
less inflammatory qn the subject.
“We are asking to have a seat at the

ofteri necgsnty «copdition for "ingh@venhmwof'wrownmm
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